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ME: IYO TSUTUI 


| AGE: 80 


DATE OF BIRTH: March 18, 1895 

PLACE OF BIRTH: Yamaguchi Ken | 
YEAR OF ENTRY INTO THE USA: 1915, at 20 years old. 
{fAJOR OCCUPATION: House wife and farmer 


CAMP : Rowher 


DATE OF INTERVIEW: Feb. 26, 1975 
PLACE OF INTERVIEW: Stockton. 
INTERVIEWER: Heihachiro Takarabe 


TRANSLATOR: Heihachiro Takarabe 


Please State your name? 
My name is Iyo Tsutsui. My husband's name is Taro 
Tsutsui. I came here as a picture bride. The reason 


why I came here is... 


Waite please. I would like to ask you some thing about 
your background in Japan first. Where were you born? 
I was born in Yamaguchi ken. It's a part. of Yamaguchi 


Shi now. 


When were you born? 


The 28th year of Meiji, so it must be on March 18, 1395. 


Then you must be seventy... 


No, I'll be 80 next month. 


What did your father do? 


My father was a teacher when I was amall. Then,.he became 


..ca merchant. He sold rice or magazines and others. 


How many brothers and sisters did you have? 
I have 5 sisters and one brother. However, the only 
brother died when he was in the second year in the middle 


school. 


asa 


What kind of woman was your mother? 

She was a daughter of a farmer .. However, my father was 
a teacher. So my family rules were very strict. When 

I took off geta and did not have it put away neatly, he- 
Seeiaen ee saying, "You must behave in a way appro- 
priate for woman!" 5. my ee had to go alone. with 
this. However, she was more careful about seonomy: 
because she had many daughters. I learned not to waist. 
If I make a mistake on a sheet of writing paper and 
throw it away, my mother scolded me severely. She said, 


"There is more space to write for you!" 


For instance, If I had to go out for some task, then I 
shouldn't come back empty pane There must be something 
that I can bring Baie You. see we lived in a-country- 
side and we had to burn wood. So I could come back with 
one banning ore if I were alart. Or bring some waver 
from the wells So, she was very siebae about the economy 
of time, too. This is the way I was. raised. So when I 
see my children waisting things, my heart aches. However, 
if I talk about it, they wouldn't like it, so I.try not . 


to say anything about it. 


Your’ father was a very strict person. 

Yes, he was. If I were to ee back. he would throw a 
firewood at me. I suppose my parents wanted us to. | 
form good habits, that's why they were so strict. When 


I went back to Japan, I told my sister, "Our father was 


a very strict person. I couldn't agree with that at all." 
Then, she said, "Well, it was good for us." I suppose I 


couldn't agree with it because I'm a spoiled person. 


Are’ you the youngest girl? 

No. I was the third. They say: the third is the worst 
kid. hey: aay whe third child is the hardest one to 
raise. The oldest one is the best. That's true with 
my sister. She is a very quiet aaeeed. I'm the only 
one who is very laud. My mother used to say, "One mae 
think before he says anything, especially woman." Once . 
the words leave your month, then there is no way you can 
get Phen: pack. Vou eee, I am such a laud mouth, so she 


must really worried about me. 


You went to school? 


Yes, I did. I went 12 years. 


Oh, then you went to a middle school, too. Did you Like 
school? 

Yes. It was. the best time of my life. I didn't like 
examination. “It was bothersome. My father used to say, 
Things will get in one's brain easily, but they also 
leave it easily, too." Well, that's true with ane a 


was very quick to learn, but I also forgot.it quickly, 


too, especially after the examination. It was my weakest 


point. 


Did you do some mean things to Resuneces 

No, not at all. If you did that, you'll be dismissed 
from the school. We couldn't even go to shows. Ona 
rainy day, we couldn't use nice umbrethasiwith s4iR: We 
had to use it with cloth. We had to.dress with cotton 
cloth. That's all we were allowed. When‘ I say shows, 
I mean movies, acrobatics and circus and the rest. It 


was 60 years ago, so... 


What were the happy occasions? 
School excursions, playing with friends, playing karuta 
(Japanese playing cards) , those are the only things we 
could do. I don't remember any specially happy occasions. 
| Were lb. | 
I suppose going to pick (young brackenwas also one of 

a, 


those enjoyable things. But that's the extent of it. 


I went to clam dig, too. 


Every year my mother aed to take us by train for swiming 
at the beach called Agisu. We had to go through 3 small 
depots. When we got off, we had: to take Rikisha to the 
beach. It was very enjoyable. We made friends there, _ 


too. 


My mother used to take me out often. I was a tomboy, so 
I could help her out. Even though I had 2 older sisters, 
my mother chose me to go visit places. Helen (daughter- 


in-law) used to say that it was because I had to leave 


mother. behind early. So instictively she wanted to 
stay with me as long as she could and make me feel happy. 


It must have been true. She must have had a premonition. 


What did your parents teach you about value and things 
like that? | | 

I learned about economy of ene and materials from my 
mother. I disliked sewing. I really hated the sewing 
period at school, even though I liked the other subjects 
very much. I liked composition and math. However, 
sewing was the worsed subject IT had. One evening I was 
reading a book and I became very sleepy. Then my mother | 
said, "Girls should not be like that. Tonight you Sheute 
unsew your fathers kimono. You may go to sleep as soon 


as you finish it." 


I was feeling very bad about my bad habit. So, I said 

to myself, "Tonight, T'll keep myself wide awake and | 
finish this task!" Then I started to unsew the kimono. 
However, I became sleepy right away. So I went to the 
back of the house and drunk cold water. I was wide 

awake for a quai Then, soon I became very sleepy again. 
So I smeared juce of mint plant over my eyes. and try 
to. stay awake. ‘Even then I must have follen asleep. 

ip nenes and sisters were laughing at me so I woke up. 
But my mother felt so sorry for me that finally she gave 


up and told me to go to sleep. 


My mother tried to raise me to become fine woman. She 
sent me to learn flower seen and tea celemony and 
others. She really tried. She really wished us to form 
good habits and become fine woman. However, I just could 
not accomodate her wish, even if I tried very hard. r 
However, I understand my mother's love for us very well. 


I am truely grateful. 


She tried to guid: me without scolding me. I told my 
mother that when I graduated from school, I'll be a 
teacher. My mother said, "You cannot be a teacher." I 
said, "Why?" She said, “If you. become a teacher, your | 
students will not stay in your class. Instead of 
teaching by words, your hands go first." That's what 


she told me. 


When I was in japan. the only impression I had from my 
father was that he was avery strict person. That's all. 
- But when my mother complained to him ened I had temper, — 
he said, "A person without temper would not succeed! ~ Kids» 
who are quite and don't bother parents cannot. get ahead 
He eae I overheard this. So I felt, "Well, it's © 


OK to have temper." 


My father never encouraged us to be greedy about getting 
good points on our assignments. However, he said that 


we must do well in math, reading and composition and 


geography. If I knew these subjects well, I would be 
OK. Music arid PE were important, but not as much as the 


others. 


I suppose I didn't learn anything concrete from my 

father, except that he was very strict. But behind that. 
strictness, there was his love and concern that He wanksa 
to raise us to be fine persons. Well, I began.to under- 


stand it now. 


By strictness, I mean @icetsiine of our manners.. Like 

T sia, if my geta was not placed neatly, he would say, 
"What's the matter with you. It isn't womanly!" If my 
tasuki: (a sash to tuck up ei eeyes) was on the floor, he 
would Say, “What is this?" He was a very precise and 
orderly person. If he read newspapers, (we used to take 
Asahi and Bocho Newspapers) he fold them neatly in order. 
I was “taught thow to arrage things in order. So I can 


do things like araangeing very well. 


So now LI teach my children if you keep throwing things in 
the closet, you eoutants have enough space. If you seeage 
things. neatly, then you can put a lot of things in there. 
TIT still teach my children that. This is what my father 
taught me and what I'm teaching .to my children. mhie- ae.. 


-the legacy which I want to leave for my children and 


grandchildren. I live with them and I've thinking alone 

these lines. I Know bia meonte don't like to be pointed 
out and corrected their mistakes. They say, "There goes 

grandma again!" However, I sae for them that's why 


I say these things. 


Papa once said, "You don't need Boone shy oe LE 
you are right ana speaking truth, nen sou sowie not be 
shy infront of anybody." If you.are wrong, then you 
should be shamed. I thought he eta. I was very 

_ impressed. So, sometimes: I might Seana very arrogant, 
but when I feel I'm right, then I “auld argue with 


anybody. 


However, one must know on what basis one should make the 
judgement on right or wrong. People would say Pinse of 
all it would be the common sense. However, after I became 
a Christian, I changed my attitude... Now, I feel that if 


Lt goes alone with God's word, then it would be right. 


Law is made by God. It is «it made by God's will. Sol 
would go one more step from Papa's. opinion that God's 
will is the right thing. So, if one is going to get into 
ome habit or another, then I would ike to help ‘him 

_to form 4 good habie from his childhood. — This is the way 


my father was raised us. You see, I had lots of sisters 


and girls had to enter into others' families as brides, 
so they need to have good habits so that they would not 
be embarrassed. That's why parents were so strict with 


girls. 


Once my father threw a pice of fire wood at me. It didn't 
neme because I run away quickly. So I had a deep 
impression that fathers are very strict and even frighten- 
‘Gna, As I grew up I came to understand that it was nece- 
ssary for him to do that otherwise we wouldn't listen to 


him. 


ewayee, my mother takked to us quietly. She was age 
cleaver woman. Her mother used to tell her that women 
must sleep with her legs tied. She should never expose 
herself. She was such a person, so my mother must 
inherited her mother's attitude. So I would say that 
the tose important inharitance that Saati eea can receive 
is the parental discipline. to form good manners and 


good habbits. 


Did you have a very happy home life? 

Yes, I had a lots. of sisters, so it was fun. I was the 
theid, so I didn't have to do: too uci enone: Older 
Sisters did 2 lot of choirs. I had to: go to sleep early, 


but I got up at 5:00am every morning. So before I went 
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to school, I opend the d-or and clean up my room and 
outside and did weeding. My father used to sie us our 
share of weeding. He said, "Today you do up to here. 
Tomorrow up to there'" | So, I was ina good condition. 


I still work very hard. 


So his discipline was a part of my spiritual and psycho- 
logical training. Gaman (endurance) was i very important 
value of our life. Without this, one cannot accomplish 
his responsibility. When I think of these things, I 


understan now that I learned quite a bit from my parents. 


Qhat did. you do after you graduated from high school? 
Then, within a half year I was asked to come to the USA. 
The reason for this was that one day a teacher said, " 


“Japan is a small island country and there are too many. 


Japanese people live in it. The main industry is agri- 


culture. However,.if Japan do not change its course, 


Japan will not develop into a civilized country. Look 


at England. It is such a small country, but it has so 


many colonies and it is an industrious nation. That's 
why England is said to be the No. 1 country in the world. 


So young people of this age must go abroad and develop. 


-yourself.' 


Well, even though I was a girl, I was very much impressed 


and the words stuck to my mind. Most of the people were 


ted: 


going to Manchuria. They were saying, "Manchuria, Manchuria!" 


So I thought I should go to Manchuria and find a job. I 
didn't want to stay in a small crowded Japan. This was 


what I was thinking. 


Once my father said to me that my father had a friend by | 
the name of Torazo Ogawa who. was an attorneyéandéalso..was 
elected to be a Dietman. He must thought that it's 

good to be an attorney. $6.6ne day my father told me to 
become an attorney. It was 60 to.70 years ago, you see. 


But I didn't want to be an attorney. My older sister 


wanted to be a pharmacist. She wanted to go to a pharmacy 


school in Osaka. However, my aunt didn't have a child, 
SO she asked her to come to her house as a yoshi. So she 
could not go to the school. .I, too, had to come to the 


USA, so.I did not go to school beyond the middle school. 


Tsutsui's mother inquired whether or not I might be 
interested in coming to the USA. I thought it agit 
be better than Manchuria. I thought it was a Sod 

chance for me to get out of the country. So I just 


decided to come to America. 


Did you. know your husband before? 
No, I did not know that. Only thing is that my mother's. 


cousin wasS married and -lived close to Tsutsui's house. 
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So she asked her about Tsutsui family. She found out 

that even though they did not have much property, Taro 
(his name) was a very earnest person from his childhood. 
So my mother said to me that he didn't have much money, 
but the fact is that he is a very earnest person. So 

I felt he would be good enough for oe 

Did you get his picture? 

Yes, I did. Well, one day a go-between and mother Tsutsui 


came to see me with his picture. 


What did you think when you saw the picture for the 
first time. 

I said, he looks like he is a man of steady and earnest 
character. Then, they said that he looked a very fine 


person. Then, I sent him my own picture, too. 


Did you decide then to become his bride? 

Yes. Infact, when the go-between Boat to discuss 

about me going to America as a bride, I said, "Oh, yes. 

IL was thinking about going to Manchuria, but it would 

be better to go to America!" I was 20 years old, in Japanese 


style, so I was really 19 years old. 


What kind of country did you think America was? 
I did think that it was a civilized country, the No. 1 
civilized and the welthiest country in the world. That's 


all I thought about. 
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What did your husband do at that time? 

He was farming right here in Stockton. One year before 
I came, he farmed a little down below the delta in 
Stockton. He also farmed in Holland. It takes about 

a half an hour by automobile. He grew beans with 7 


parter. Once a friend of ours visited my mother and 


told her about America. He told her that it would be 


a shame to have your woman work in the field in America. 
So she thought that I would not have anything to do in 
America. She was told that my husband had 12 horses, so 
I would have to give water for hoyrses. That's what 
mother Tsutsul thought about my job. I said, "Oh, it 


that so." 


Well, at that time there was: no way we could estimate 


the living condition of Japanese people in America. However, 


tf did not quiestion aaciine about living condition 

or anything. The only thing I thought about was to go 
abroad, to a large scunenye I thought about ehis Since 
I was about 15. So, I decided to come to America by my 


self before my parent made up their mind. 


Where did you set our for America?. 


I left from the Tsutsui in Yamaguchi. Then I came to 


Then I came to Yokohama and ‘stayed at the Fukuokaya Inn. 


You see my home was 3 ri away from Tsutsui family. But 
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after I married into the family I lived there. I lived 


at the Tsutsui for one year and one month. 


How was life at Tsutsui's? 
Mother Tsutsui was. a very nice person. Although my 
family was farmers, my father never did farming and 


neither did us children. All the farming was done by our 


workers. However, at the Tsutsui I had to keep out the 


farm, especially busy time in the spring tauye (planting 
rice) and also in the fall, harvest time. So I learned 
farming there. When I came here, I landed at San Francisco. 


I came on a“stéam boat to Stockton. 


How was the life in the boat to San Francisco? 


It was called Korea Maru. I had severe sea sick. The 


reason for this was that the sea was very rough, but 


the smell of paint inside was worse. I could have done 


better without it. But it was very bad. 


This boat was a picture brides! boat. Most of us were 
picture brides on it. We all were going to be betdce to 
unknown men in the unknown country, moe nowing any 
language or customs. We were all like blind snake trying 


to find out a pass. 


What did you talk about on the ship? 
We talked about things back in Japn. One said, "Ty wasn't 


supposed to come to America when I married into the 
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Family I discovered that I had a step child. After the 
wedding I saw a small boy. So I asked him who he was. 
My husband said that that boy was his son. He didn't 


tell me: about him before our wedding." 


Well there was nothing else to talk about. SO we talked 


about joy and complains of the events after our marriage. 


Whatelse did you talk about? 


We also talked about our future. "What will we be doing 


when we get there?" "What kind of food are we going to 
eat?" "They say Americans eat meat all the time, but I 
don't like meat!" Well, all those were womanly talks. 


"When I ge there, we may have to change from kimono to 
aeseeen cloths. But I don't think I can get into it 
because I'm fat?" However, I just couldn't get into 

that group. I talked with Mrs. Iwashita we came from 
Yamanashi. Her husband operated laundery business in 

San Francisco. We became good frieds for some reason. 

We just met and found ourselves. I don't know why it 
worked out that way. May be it was because of our: | 
background. We talked a lot together. She talked about 
her experience at school, her home. I asked her all 
kinds of questions about Yamanashi ken, because I didn't — 
anything about it. When you hear yamanashi you would 
think ee a place where there is no mountain and everything 


you see might be sea water. However, she said that it 
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has nothing Imt mountain and no sea. I asked her why they 


name it as Yamanashi (no mountain) and laughed. 


One white man. was on the ship. He: was an English man. and 
was teaching in an university. However, he was. going to 
America. He had a first class ca ln. When we got ona 
deck, he came out there, too and talked to us. He said, 

"T have a daughter, but she is very fashionable." We ake 
him about his wife. He said that she was a Japanese. 
However, there qe a reason why he could not stay in 

Japan, so he was going back to America for a while. He 
told us many hangs about England and Aeetee. He had a 
wide knowledge of the both country. So he seared all the 
questions we asked. Because of this we went out to the 


deck all the time and talked with him. 


How many years is your hus bnd older than you? 


11 years. 


How about. other women? Were they afraid of meeting their 
husbands? because of the age difference? 

No, I don't know saooHe who was afraid of meeting their 
husbands. I didn't hear any such uncirtain views. They 
all had the pictures, so they must formed sone sort of 


opinion about their husbands already. 


17 


Where did you arrive? 

San Francisco. As soon as we landed, we were taken to the 
Immigration Office at Angel Island. There we.were examined 
for hookwarms. You see I had the hookwarms in Yokohama. 
When I stayed at the inn, the maneger of bie: dnt said, Mrs 
Tsutsui, you want to go to America as soon as possible, 
don't you? Then take a stool sample of Ochiyo San. She. 
doesn't have any hookwarms." That's what he said. So I 
said, "If this will make it possible for me to a5 to 
America, T'll buy it from her." That's how I was able to 
come to the USA. So I knew I might be detained for the 


hookwarm at the San Francisco Immigration Office. 


So when I arrived at the Immigration Office, I had to give 


my own stool sample. Well, they discovered the hookwarm 


eggés. So I had to stay there for 2 weeks, even though 


most of the people stay there only for one week. When 
T was cleared of the wdrm, I was allowed to land. When 
the ship arrived at the San Francisco port, Tsutui was not 
there yet. Mr. Iwashita was there already, because he 
was. in San Francisco. He came with obento(box lunch)... 
Mrs. Iwashita offered me an obento. I said, " I must be 
excited. I don't feel like eating right now." But she 
insisted that I should eat right there. So I took some- 


thing out of the fancy lunch box ate it. 
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HOW did you feel when you were detained in Angel Island? 
Well, I didn't mind that too much. I didn't do anything. 
When the meal time came, a Steve looking soldier like 
pepaon stood at the door and watched us. I asked them 


why he was standing there. 


We ate Chinese rice. You see, the cook was a Chinese, 
and we had to have rice. They boiled potetos and others. 


That's all we had to eat. This was our dinner. 


How did you feel when you met Mr. Tsutsui for the first 
time? 

About that -- in the very begining they called my husband's 
name and made him sit down in the waiting room. Then they 
would come to get me. I went first and there immigration 
officers asked me all kinds of questions. Of course I had 
to have eieeyens.(e56 to show). I forgot now what were 
some of those questions. The only thing I remember was 
that they asked me whether or. not I had misegane . Sol 
said, "Yes, I do.". Then they called my eaebend and asked 
him some more questions: They muse anes sure that I was 
the right person and it was the right husband who was 


picking me up. 


How did you feel when you saw your husband for the first 


time? 


Lg 


Well, I felt that if this was the husband to be, I could 


endure hardship. I didn't think he was a bad person. 


Was he a good looking person? 

Well, he was average looking (laugh). I never thought 
about running away from him, besides he was very gentle. 
He had been in this country for 10.years before I came, 
so he was used to America's lady first. He carried my 
things and was verycsring caring. I thought, "Oh, he 


is very kind! If this is the real person,. everything will 


be OK." He was really such a kind person. 


Then where did you. go? | 

We came to Holland, Camp No. 7: It took-a half day to 
get there by a boat: We arrived there in the aqenang, I 
landed there and looked around. To my surprise, there 
was no House which were suited for human beings. They all 
looked like stables. So I asked him, "Where are we going 
to sleep?" He said, "That one!" I was surprised again. 
It was such a bad house. Even a poorest family in Japan. 
didn't live in that kind of house. However, I thought 
everybody in this ‘eisnaees aw ehat kind of houses, so 


it must be liveable. 


The first problem I had to face was that when wind blew, 


inside of the house became black with dust. It was the 
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dust from peat. Walls were made of 1 x 12 boards and Le 
had space in between. I was very disappointed. In the 
evening people began to come home. There were women 
weeding in onion fields, too. “eneae aces were black with 
peat dust. I felt I could not do that. so for a while 


I didnot go outside to work. wv 


One day my husband said, "In America women: work in the 
field. If you stay aa the house like a rich man's wife, 
people will laugh at you." I thought it was the opposit 
of what our friend said about American women. Well, but 
I began to work outside. I was obedient at that time. 

So I went out for hoeing, because they needed people for 
it. I didn't know whether or not I could do it, but I 
went. Well, it was hot and was very hard. .I was the 
slowest. Because it was the first time I used a hoe. 
Then a lady next to me said, "Mrs. Tsutsui, hoeing is the 
easinest job in the USA." I thought,"The job which is. 
supposed to be the easiest is this hard! The rest of the 


jobs must .be really hard." 


Soon.I was thirsty. Water from Sacramento river was 


n into a dich. Sol drink it. Tsutsui said not to 


droé 
drink it, because I'll contract Malaria. But I felt 
like dying, so I drunk it. Then I became aici on the 
next day. I hada temperature. Tsutsui went to town 


and I became sick during his absense. I was really sick. 
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Mr. Nomura, who was a teacher in Kochi .KEN, came to see 
me how I was, because I did not even go out for meal. So 
I said, "I have a feaver and feel very bad. So I am 
resting." Then he said, "Oh, you must have malaria." 
Then he called my husband. A white boss asked my husband 


where my wife was. He said, "She is in bed with malaria." 


He said, "Oh, then I'll go and buy. medicine for her." So 


he brought me a medicine for it. He said if I drimnk a wae 


I'll have a purpgle urine. I was curred with this medicine. 


How long were. you there? 

T was Chere for one year. After that we came here to 
grow onion. In Holland we grew beans and made some money. 
Before that he was farming here, and lost lots of money. 
The year. I came was a good year for beans, and we made 


money and paidd off our debts. When we came back here, we 


grew onion and made some money there too. 


How does that camp work? 

There is a main building and people who were farming as 
eee cropers dine together in the dining room. And the 
camp Base will charge room and board according to the 
number of family members. It had a cook and helpers. 
There were individual houses for. families and also there 


was a domitory for single men, too. 
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Then you did share crop farming. 


Yes. 


Who was the boss? 

Mr. Nemaea and Mr. Hironaka bought a piece of land and 
they wapargided he land to other Japanese farmers in a 
share crop arrangement . Sharemen took 60 % and the boss 


40%. From that boss will pay rent. . 


Did you make money there? 

Yes, when we came to Holland No. 7. We grew beans. We 
made about $1,500 at that time. I worked very hard 

hoeing in the field. y became sick with malaria, too. 

I suppose I drunk mosketo egges and I came down with feaver. 
When you became malaria, you got a chill first. Even if 

it was hot summerday in June, I was cold. I piled up 
futon on cos.ct the other and it wasn't enough. tT was 
shivering. ‘Then within 30 minutes I got fever. I was hot. 
I was very hot and I took off all the cloths I had. and 
even then I was hot. I was sick in bed for about 10 days. 
Then after ene IT had to work in the bean Fields. aca 
IT.took 2 children and went back to Japan | ee the first 
time in 22 years, my older sister could not believe 


how I. -xed ahné had changed. 


I got off at the depot and took a taxi to her house. By 
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chance my brother-in-law was alo coming home from Hiroshima 
on the same train. However, we could not recorgnize each 
other. And when we got off the train we recognized each 


other finally and got in the taxi together. 


When we arrived at the house, my sister and mother-in-law 
was there. So I talked to them. Both of them were > 
gazing at me without saying a word. I must looked strange 


to them. 


The reason for my visit was that I wanted my 2 daughter to 
receive Japanese education. Older one Had graduated from 
high school. So I’ took her and younger daughter. I tried 
to talk to them, but they Just had very strange expression 
on their faces and could not talk. So I said to them, "I 
came back from America for the first time in many years, and 
am paying my respect to you, but why can't you setae me? 


Why can't you talk even a word of welcome to me?" 


Then my older sister said, "My! you have changed so much!" 
She said that with a deep sense of’compassion. "There is 
no trace of your old face!" That's all she said. She 
must have been really surprised. She must thought that 
a stranger had come to see her. You see, I must worked .. 


hard enough to change my physiognomy. It was, you see, 
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after 22 years of hardwork. I came here in 1915, so it 
must have been 1937 when I-went to visit Japan. Even if 
I were in Japan, if I didn't see each other for 20 years, 
I must look different. However, I came to America and did 
all kind of jobs which I was not accostomed 7 So thsse 


things caused to change my features, I suppose. 


I left the older one in Japan. and took the younger one 
back to America. We called her back before the work War II. 
She was 21 when she came back. She graduated from high 


school there in June and came back before Christmas. 


God works things in strange ways. I really thought a 
great deal at that time. We took the ship by the name 
of Tatsuta Maru. During its voyage, you see Hele) my 

| daughter-in-law was on the same ship. Her mother died 
and so her father took serach and went back to Japan. 
The smallest one was about 2 ears old. Helen was the 


oldest. She had 2. younger brothers «and a sister. 


We were on the same boat, but we did not know each other 
then. When Helen married into our family, she said that 

she went back to Japan and lived there till she was 20 

yeses Gis then she came back to America. I asked her the 
name of the sie: then: she said,"Tatsuta Maru". She also 
said that she spent Christmas on the ship. I began to think 
real fast. I asked her what year it was. She said that 


it was 1937. So I finally found out thatthey were on the 
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same ship which we were on. I asked her whethere she 
knew Kiyoko sanfrom Watsonville. She said she remembered 


her. 


You see, Kiyoko san was holding the youngest sister and 
came into our room. She was very fassy that night, so she 


said, "You better be a good kid. Papa is really tired, so 


you better let him rest." Sol asked her, "What happen 


to her mother?" She said, "Her mother died. That's why 
her father is going back to Japan with 4 children." I 
said, "Ts that so. That's a pity!" Well, you see this 


little girl was Helen's sister. 


After coming back to Japan, her father became her aunt's 
yoshi (adopted son inorder to continue the family’ name) 
because ane didn't have a son. So her aunt became her 
grand mother. Well, she raised Helen and she came back 
to America after the war. Her father was in Watsonville, 
so she went there to live. Then she became my. daughter- 
in-law and joined my household. You see, I always 
tell ‘her that it was not. just a coincident. It is 


really interesting. 


Well now, you stayed in Holland on year, and then came 
here, stockton. . Did you. move oe here? 

Yes, we did. We moved to Holland Camp No.l. You see 
me: Se Barnhart - No. 7.. There was 400 acres of land in 


Holland Camp No.l. After finishing onion season here, 


as 


26 


we moved to Holland Camp NO. 1, to grow beans. We had this 
land, So we got a share man by the name of Mr. Manzen, and 
we went to Holland. After that, we one to Elmond (or Elm-_ 
wood) Camp No. 3. Then we came. back here. We call here 

Barnhart Tract, becaue its not an island. It's connected 


by a narrow land. 


Why was it that you didn't stay at one place all the time? 


Well, becaue we had to look for a good land and also 


convenient place. That's what farmers must do, ‘If we 


were to grow oninons, we didn't need to have much land. 


That's why we came here. We bought this land after we 


went to Elmond Camp!?No. 3. It was in 1940, TI think. 


Why did you go to Holland No. 13 
The reason was that Mr. Isobe who was my husband's partner 


with Mr. Machida, asked my husband, "There is a nice piece 


of land in Holland. Why don't we form partnership and 


grow beans there." That's why we went there. 


Then at tase land around here very well. 

aan. we do. Ong time ago he grew potetos here. So he knew 
things around here very well. They have to worry about 
salt content in the soil and sigs bad weeds. We bought 
this land in 1940. We bought this land in my third. 


daughter's name. She was already adult, then. 
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How many kids do you have? 

I had: 6 children. However, the youngest son, Saku died 
in this river. He was drowned. You see, we didn't have 
a wall here: We used to — everything in the river. 
We drew water from the river by a pomp into a bath tub. 


We also had.a raft. «2 were os vo 


We went to visit our friend the night Beene: They asked 
us if we wanted to have some pears. So I said, "Yes. 
Your pears are really delicious." So they brought out 
some pears. Saku said,"We must wash the pear before we 
eat it." They said, "Oh, you know it very well." In any 
case we washed it and ate it. It was really good. They 
sata’, "IE you Like it that much we'll give you aobex of 


pears." 


So we brought that back and put it in one enon: Next 
day I went out and weading in the celery field. Then, 

the younest daughter said,"Is Saku over there?" I+ said, 
""NO. Isn't he over there?" Well, we could not find him. 
I asked her, "Did you scold him?" ‘He used to hide in his. 
room when. he was scolded. But she said ho So. then we 
spare looking for him, but we couldn't not find him. I 


thought he might have gone to the river. 


Minoru, my son who is with me now, said, "We have that 


pears on the raft. I said, "He might have follen in the 


28 


river." So we start looking for him all over the place. 
When Tsutsui poked the poLeouNor chevnivas with a long 
stick, the boy came up with it. So we took him to the 
emergency hospital. Our neighbor was a Chinese. We 

had only one car, so we asked him to take the rest of. 

the family to the hospital. When I got there, I asked my 
husband how he was. He said that they were trying to re- 
c&ssitate him. About 10 minutrs:' later the by was brought 
our ina basket. He said it was no good. That's how: 
Saku died. 

The one I took to Japan came back and got married and went 
to Los Angeles. When the war broke out, she was evacuated 
to Manzanar. At that time. she was preorant and gave birth 
in the camp. She becsna asec and delivered a baby 
in the eeeune year. At that time I got out of Rowher and 
was farming in the outskirt ae Denver. They said if we 
didn't farm, our son will be taken - away by the Army. 


That's why we left = £=Rowher. 


On January 18th, I received a telegram. It said that a baby 
boy was born, However, it also said that Kiyoko died. So 


I lot one girl. Now I have 2 boys and 2 girls. 


At that time, one week before she died, I had a dream. I 


saw a vally and a high mountains on both sides. It must 
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have been ae high as 10,000 ft. I was walking atone a 
gravel road.with Fusako whi is in Richmond, now. We came 
by a bridge and there was a small boy playing there. And 
then I looked up on the other side of the stream and 
there i ITusaw a comeene: I thought to myself, "Did 
anyone die recently?" So I went vee there and peaked 
into the coffing. I found my daughter resting there 
very peacefully. I thought, "My, my, there must be other 


place to sleep and didn't have to sleep ina coffind!" 


I thought a but waking her up. Then I changed my mind. 

I. remembered her ee emer said that she was extremely 
exhosted. You see, he was very heavy and was very 

close to her due date. However, heymother-in-law was very 

111 and..yet she had to eat so she had to carry her food to her. 
three nese Sav: She was teaching Sunday school, and | 
was very. busy, too. q rememb ered this, so I let her sleep 


there, 


On tre eese morning, I told Fusako, "I had a very strange 
dream last night. TI had dreamed in. which Kiyoko was sleep- 
ing in.a coffine. I hope she is not dead." Well, she 
said, "Mama, you. told me that if you have a dream of a 
jena person, he is going to live long." Well, I said she 


must be right. 
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I received a telegram a week later whdch*said that Kiyoko 
was dead. So I got a permit from WRA to visit Manzanar. 

We got.off at Reno and then took a bus to ManzanarCamp. 
When I arrived at the: Manzanar, I was really surprised. 

The camp was in the valle surrounded by high mountains. 

It was..exactly the way I exe ue - the dream. Then 

I got off at Manzanar. nee I got off the bus, I walked 

oa the gravel road like I saw in the dream. And then I 

saw the same bridge, too. I told my daughter that age 
exactly the same way I sew in the dream. When I attended 
the funeral, the coffine had the same color, too. It was 
darkgreen with whitish pattern - it. I was shocked. | 
God was telling .me and my family members. I felt then, 

I should aol desies to have my daughter alive. It was 
God's will and everything nad to be Just that. Before 

t left: Papa said, "Mama, may be you shouldn't go." I said, 
"Why?' My daughter died and shouldn't I go eo: hee funeral?" 
He said,"No, it's not that. You may fait." I said, "No, 
‘TIT wouldn't faint." That's what I Said, so I couldn't 

cry = fait. In any case I was really shocked and was 
disappointed. God had told me all the things which were 

' goLlng es neceem That's all I could think of. As soon as 
I got there my son-in-law took me to the nursury room. He 
said that a tall white nurse whoiwabidntRowher before, that 
Kiyoko withdrew her last breath at the same time the baby 


cried for the first time. This baby boy had received 
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Kiyoko's life and: came into the world. Well, at least it 


was our consolation that we had this my with us. 


The reason for mistake was like ehie. There were many 
young girls in Manzanar who came from Pasadena. Two 

of those girls became doctors’ assistants. They say that 
the doctor ordered them to give a injection with a cirtain . 
kind of medicine. As soon as they eage her the injection | 
her condition became critical, so they tried to help her. 
The doctor run over there ana gave another injection to 


revive her. However, it was not effective. 


The the doctor asked the nurse, "Which injection did you 
wige her?" Then the nurse said that she used this particu- 
ee drug and showed it to him. The doctor said, "You 

made a grave mistake. It was the wrong drug!" ‘However, 
the nurse said, "But you told us to give it to her." So 

it became a useless argument. It was a very busy day, 

and there was another woman who did receive an injection 
and gave birth to a baby. However, they came out OK, 
because she got correct injection. The drug she received 
was the one they use for eae and cats. That seemed to 


be the exact cause. It was really tragic. 


However, we were enemy aliens and we couldn't do anything 


about it. It was such a period. She was a citizen, though. 
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So we could sue the doctore, if we wanted to. But even if 
we.won, the dead person would not come back. On top of that, 
I had already received.a hint from God, so I really 

thought that we did not have to fight over material things. 
It was not good for my deceased daughter eighter, we had 


to bear the burden. 


This is man's fate. God had a plan for ever since she was 
born. A human being don't know that. We just great 
and sorrow afterwards. But the only thing we can do is 


to akirameru (reconciled to one's fate or give up). 


I want to go back a little. What were you doing during 
the time of Depression. 


Wecwere farming here. 


Did you. have any problem? 

No, we didn't eave any problems. There wae a time when 
those of us ane? didn't have citizenship could not lease 
land. There was a big shot in the Buddhist church by the 
name of Mr. Miyata. He was a good friend of my husband. 
His nephew Gaeta: eteeea of this country, so we borrowed 
his name and farmed. We gave him some money. It was 
about $500 die so at. that time. So we didn't have to 
worry about seine. At that time we did age won the 
land. It was after the war when we didn't have to borrow 


others name to farm. 


33 


This land was owned by Mr. Berkeley. He asked-myhabbard 
if he was interested in buying thedland. He said, "If it 
could be easy payment, then I could buy it from you." So 
we ended up buying it from him. At that time the price 
of the land was $200. Soon “’. Berkele died after that 
Mr. Berkeley died. Then Stockton Bank beeen to take care 
of his finances. At that time my daughter knew the | 
bnker very well. He used to take her to Lake Tahoe as 
his children's baby. sitter. This is the man who asked 

to buy the land. When we were evacuated, I had to ask 


the bank to take care of our land. 


How many acre was there? 


31 -acres. 


Did they eke care of it very well? 

Yes, they did. peSsiE around here - were Italians. The 
only Japanese around here were Tsushimas and us. Well, 
Italians were such people that if you ask them nicely as. 
LE rou wee their subordinate, then they would take 
care of you very well. Japanese charactor and Italian 


charactor were very similar. Once you. were against the 


other, then you would be against them forever. 


Tsutsui was a very. peaceful person and did not want to make 


enemies. So everyboy was good to him. All our children 


> 
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graduated from high schools. The daughter is Pasadena 
graduated from college. They all went to school with 
Italian children. I suppose they became real asses friend 
with them in a very natural way. People began to grow 
ninjo (HUMANESS) if you are associated with one another. 


They were very good to us. 


Did you go to Assembly Center? 
Yes. We went to the Stockton Fair Grand. It's located at 
the Charter way. We entered there on May 2nd, and we left 


for Rohwe, Arkansas on Oct. 12th. 


How was it in the Aeseniay Center? 

Akiramete Imashita (resigned to it), so that we didn't 
feel any pain. It was sort BP benssonse We got up on 
the stand and looked toward the gives ion where our house 
was. But it was not that bad. In the beuineine they fed 
us something that we were not used to eating. However, 
later on, we got. used to it. When we went to Arkansus, 
they cooked food in the way. Japanese liked. So it was. 


very nice. 


How did you do your wash? 

Well, we had to do it ‘by ourselves. They would give us 
Soap. If you wanted to finish it early, I just had to get 
- early. . Some people came late, so we didn't have to wait 


too long. 
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How was the condition of living quaters? 

The outside wall was just a tarpaper. It was not that 
bad. You see, we farmers were used to this kind of life. 
Besides, we didn't get in the middle of crowd and didn't 


endulge in goshiping. So our life was very peaceful. 


At that time my son was burried at thesemetary in Oakpark. 


So I ppetitioned . for .ohakamairi (visiting loved one's 
graves). Then one of the white official took me there 


by his own car. I never thought that the white people 
were that bad. They were very kind, on the contrary. 


Tf it was a small favor, they'll do it for you. | 


How old was your children? 
‘The first one must be about 18. Then the sencond one gra- 


duated from a high school in Denver. 


How Old was your husband? 
Well now, my daugher.was married there. I was 44 and my 


husband was about 55. 


Did you work aes camp? 

Yes. I did. After we entered the camp in Arkansus, they 

- asked me to work in the kitchen. So I washed dishes. Well, 
you know, sees ate very fast. They fed us woEers about 


a hatf an hour before. But people came in and ate their 
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nieve ese aad brought their dishes in. Well, even 
though I was not finished eating, they were already bring- 
ing their dishes, so I could not eat pescee diy, Go T 
quit working in the mess hall and I worked in the field. 
This was. very good. I didn't have to stay within the 
barbed wires. itniay would take us to the field by trucks, 
so I felt that my mind was liberated and felt very happy. 


So, I regained my health. 


Did you have good time in camp? 
Yes, I think so.: I learned English, so I was not wasting 
my time. I learned to weave. I learned English, flower 


arrangement,and others. I was very busy. I studied many 


things there. 


What kind of thing do ‘you remember from the eanes 

Well, even though I was not very skillful with my hands, 
I learned weaving. I never had a chance to do this 
before. I used to taice rag from my house, old shirts or 
sheets, then we cut them up, =*onoéet strings, but pieces 
of rags aoa weave them together. So it was very fast. 
Sometimes I cut my husband's' old underwears or old blan-- 
kets and. weaved them. It was very imeereseing. I also 
learned how to make dolls. So time there was spent very. 


creatively. 
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Were you confronted with the loyalty question? 


Well, I don't remember that. 


How about Nisei's draft issue? 
We did not. have a boy that age at that time and I don't 


remember anything of that: nature. 


However, I didn't want my son to stay in the camp, too | 
long without. doing anything. If they stayed in the camp, 
they didn't do anything and just hunging around. If they 
found bad friends ‘+ they might play cards and things 


like that. I was very much afraid of this. So I quickly 


made him go to Chicago and worked for a florist. I heard 


about the fact that Nisei could leave the camp. So 
I inquired about the job in Chicago. I just worried 


about him staying and doing nothing and find. bad friends. 


Well, I received a letter from a friend saying that Tr 
should send my son to him. So I sent my son to Chicago. 
This man had a big floral shop. Later on my husband and 
my son who. was in gem wena and I went to Chicago. My 
daughter was in Jr. co¢hegeiocoShe antes to go to school 
in Chicago, so he left the camp earlier and was working 
in the cusehouse of a doctor by the name of Brownstine 


as a school girl. There she finished her college 


education. So I had these two children in Chicago. So 
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we went there to see how they were doing. We-1, they were 
doing fine, so we came back to the camp. One month after 


that we went out to Colorado. 


I heard that there were lots of snakes in Arkansus. 
No, I never seen it there. They said that mosquitos in 
Arkansus were as big as dragonflies. However, I didn't © 


find very many of them. We didn't have mosquito net, but 


we didn't have much: trouble with it. I knew that there 


were lots of marshland and also forests in Arkansus, so 
there must be many of them there. But I don't remember 


suffering from mosquitos very much. 


D6 you remember anything else from Rowher? 


Well, the only thing I recall now is the fact that T 


worked in the field and also learned many things. MHowever,. 
I don't think it was interesting and fun. I never 


thought about revisiting that time again. 


Did you go to “church? 
Yes, I did from the time of the Assembly center. You know 


the stand around the race track. A minister stood at the 


bottom of the stand and we all sat in the stand, just like 


we were watching some show, and worshiped. 


In Rowher we had a building especially made for this 
kind of use. So we had worship services there. Many 


ministers came there to worship with us, even white 
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minister such as Mr. Nicolson, and others came to worship 
with us. I remember asking him to sign his name in my 
Bible. There were also many ministers in the camp, so 


we had good worship services. 


When we were in Denver (Greely?) there was a minister by 
the name of Rev. Uyemura. Whenever we went, we went. 
to. church otherwise I felt something was missing from 


my life. So my daughter drove me to church every ~Sonday. 


What did you do in Denver? 
We farmed... We grew tomatos, onions, and beans. We were 
there for 1 and 1/2 years. I was going through the 


change of life there. Even in the middle of night I 


felt tightening in my chest and could not breath, so I 


had to jump up in the middle of night. I went toa 


doctore. He said that I need to .get hormon shots. So 


I went to Denver and stayed in an apartment and convolessed 
there. I became well, but I didn't want to go back to 
farm again, because I felt that I would be going back: 

to. the same environment. So I worked for a children's 
hospital in Denver. My husband came out to Denver with me 
and worked in the kitchen of the same hospital. I worked 


in the landery. 
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The way we got jobs in the hospital was that Mr. Kunimori, 
who was a elder of the Christian church in Stockton, worked 
there. He invited us to work with him. In the meantime 
my Married daughter in Chicago had a baby, so I went to 
Chicago by myself. From there I got job in.a plastic 
company which made containers a raincoats. I was there 


for two years. 


My two sons were drafted. One went to Italy and eke other 
Germany. They came home safely.. After they came back, 
they. decided to farm in California. So I wanted to help 
them. However, my husband didn't want to come back. He 
liked it there very much. But I insisted that we had to 
help our children even ehowgs it would bea sacrifice 

on our part. So we all came back here. There weren't 
enough land heresy 26 we leased 1,000 acres in Jenreeorsiena 
and grew corn and barely... The oldest son is now 53 years 
old. Younger one is about 49. Here, we grew corns which 


did not need too much. of care. 


“After that my husband died, exactly 21 years | ago. It 
was -in 1954. He died of stomack cancer. He was very 
careful as to what to eat. He took time to eat, too. 
Inspite of that he had a stomack cancer. i just didn't 
understand this. It is a real puzzle. to me. I even think 


that he might have eaten too many row eggs. He did drink 
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a little bit of wine. When he came back from work, he 
would crack two eggs. in in wine and drunk it. I used 
to joke almut it by saying, "You'll get stomack cancer 
if you drink it often." He. said,"Why?" So I said,"Well, 
alcohole coagulates egg white." He said, "It's got. nothing 
to do with cancer." Later on I got to thinking that this 
might have something to do with his cancer. So I don't 


like to eat row eggs any more. 


Are you still working? 

Yes. After my husband died, I learned how to drive. 

I had hard time getting a driver's licence. It was 

after I became 60. Well, there is a saying, "Begin to 
lean how to write at 60." Even though eae a tomboy, 

I thought I'll neeee learn how to drive. However, after 
my husband died, I needed to drive. "Tf you need it, 
you'll get it." So I went toa whiteman's drivers; ee 
I went there for 8 times. He was a very good man. He 
was very young, too. On the 8th day he asked me if I 
would like to take a test. I said, "I don't have a confi- 
dence." He said, "You don't have to pass it at once. If. 
you don't pass it this time, then you try next time." I 
said, "I'm afraid." He sada inereds nothing you should 
be afraid of. There is no higher score er 100%. Do you 
want to get higher than 100%?" wecuae joking wih mea 
lot. So I thought I should try and see what kind of test 


they were going to give me. So I went to take a test. 
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Well, I passed it on the first try. I got 88%. From that 
time on, I have been driving automobile. Then one of my 
boy brought me a new car.2-> mae It as nae eeceeneeeoe sie. 
After that I went to pick grapes, went to Bacon Island 

‘to cut potatos, work with asparagus with this car. I 
entered the social security. It got started a yea 

before I got my driver's license. I thought if I work 


now, L'll be eligible for the social security checks. 


I lived here alone at that time. Because Helen lived 
stecgicne: After work I took a bath. When I took off 

my shirts, I perspired so much that I could see white salt 
deposit on the shirt. However, I still picked up people 
in this area and brought them to the work. 1 did this 
from the end of August to the end of September. I never 
‘was afraid. I felt I was with God ana nothing to worry 
about. Otherwise no woman could stay in a Aes like 

this along. I think my forth Relves me a lot. There is 
no way to measure this. When you have faith, you are not 


afraid. Even though I was alone here - I was not afraid. 


Once I was sleeping here alone, it was about 4:00am 

in the onning. 'T felt some one was here. TI heard our 

dog barking. So I got up and peecked out from the window. 

I saw a man in a white shirt coming toward me. At that re 
I had not locked the door ee anything. -I never had to lock | 
the door. He came around to the back door nd knocked 


on the door. I didn't answer, because if he got to know 
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that an old. woman was the only one who lived Hees I wouldn't 
know what he might have done. In the meantime he gave up 
and walked away. iI remembered then that I had left my 

car key in the ignition hole. It was put in the shed, and 
he was going toward that direction. Then the car's eaiite 


light lit up. I thought he might run away with my car. 


Right before my boy went to Mexico, he bouehe me a piste. 
He thought if an old woman like me stayed home by herself 
there is no way of knowing what might happen to her. So 
he: bought me a pistol saying, "If you ast defend yourself 
‘ahdrthere is no way out, you must use this." Before he 
left, he took me to he waey and taught me how to shoot 


it. So I-knew how to use it. 


I went out of the front door and took a couple: of shots 
toward the river. Then I run back into the house and called 
a boy who worked for us on the ranch. It rung 4 times, 
5 times and he would not answer, because it was zabout 


4:00 am in the morning. Finally he answered the phone with 


a sleepy voice saying, "Hellow..." So I said, "There is 
someone here, so please come over quickly!" He jumped up 
and said, "OK?" So he run over to my house. Then I peeked 


out of the window again, the the man was not there anymore. 


The light from the automob ile was gone, too. It lit up 


oy 
rod 


44 


because he opend the door, you see. 


Soon the boy came over. I asked him if he met someone 

on the way over here. He said, "No." However, he said 

he saw a pick up truck in aditch. So I sua; "OH, he 
must have been a thief. If ne wasn't, then he could come 
out and ask for a help. So I really think that he must 


have been a theif. 


Soon he called a shetiff's piece. Within 15 minutes 2 
officers came over. They asked me all kinds of guestions. 
I also said that I-was alarmed when he opend the car door 
and the light lit up. So I took two shots toward the 
river. They asked me what kind of man he was. eevee, 
I could not say that because it was dark. The only thing 


I could say was that he had a white shirt. 


They trucked down his foot prints. One of the officers 
said that the man was about his size. He also had tennis 
shoe on. The car was also belong to the government. It 


was a stolen car. 


These sheriffs went home about 6:00am in the morning. This 
boy told me that thense sheriffs had to go back to the 
office. There will be others who would be coming to see 


me. He also went back to ge ready for the day's work. 
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Soon two other young sheriffs came over and eae Gee 
investigation. They found a broom which er penned at 
the oe I told you about the pick up truck. Well, I 
discovered that someone. tdried to conceal the government 
seal on the door by painting over it with dark brown 
paint. At that time, we had corn growing ere. So 

he must hide himself in the field. -I told them that if 
they watch the road coming out of it, they can catch hin, 
because he must come out =peneualiyy. They said that it 


was very hard to do. 


I also eed them about the btoom. TI told them oo a 
didn't touch it. They were not sure whether they could 
get finger prints from it. Even then, I wasn't shaking 
or anything. I must be a very dense person. I wasn't 
peeaad at all. That's all. In the daytime some people 
come i ea wandadawe our place. But those were very | 
small things. I was living here alone, so God must 
protected me well. That's what I think. If I'm not 
doing any wrong things, God will protect me. I always 


tell God to guide me. So I wasn't lonesome at all. 


Are you alone now? 

No. Now Helen and her huskand and 3 children moved in 
here. I really don't ike to lock the door. So I that 
man had open. the back door, then I was going to run away 
from the front door. But he didn't come in. I suppose 
the fact that I took shots:was very effective. He didn't 


want ton cat hurt either. 
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Are You A VERY STRONG PERSON? 

I guess I am. In Japan I was very timid. Even i ae Bs 

got a little dark, I had to have some one to go out with 
me. Now that I had been the smallest member of Christian 
family, i had changed a great deal. That's why I became 


very strong. Just like my father siad, "If I haven't 


done anything wrong, then I don't have to be afraid." 


This is my belief. 


Do you think a lot about the past? 
Yes, I do. If I were young, I wouldn't be farming. I 


thought that I would mannage a hotel or do some bisiness. 


Were you happy: that you came to the USA? 

Yes, I think so. Especially hen I think about the 
years immeadiately follwoing che end of the war. When 

I enink about Japan, particularly the. fact that Japanese 


people are fidgety, I am happy that I' came to this country. 


Tt don't like that kind of life style. I like carefree 


life style. If I were in Japan, I could have created 


many enemies. I don't have to make Japanese kimono, 


either. So I was lucky that I was sent to America. I 


joke about this with Helen. I am very thankful about. this. 


Americans are very broad-minded in many ways. This is 


the national character, I think. They don't really care 
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what the others do. If you were in Japan, you must do 


exactly what your neighbors do. I don't like this kind 


of thing at all. 


However, you went through more hardship than your sisters, 


right? 


Well, I don't think I sufferd more in terms of material 


necessity. I really don't think I suffered more than 
my older sister did. She was a real wise person. When 
I visited Japan in 1969, she told. me that I spoke too 
much. Once it is spoken, the words never come back to 


you. That's what my mother said. 


She didn't have children of her own. So she adopted one 
from her husbands side and’ one through the agency. However , 
her family is really peaceful. It's because she is a 

wise person. She never do anything to ruffle the fethers. 


So she never suffered much materially and otherwise. 


However, for you it was better that you came to the USA. 
Yes. I speak my mind too much that I'll be in trouble 
all the time. However, I'll never say unreasonable thing. 


I still have 2 younger sisters. They too are doing very 


well. 


What was the religion of the family? 


It was Buddhism, Shinshu. I went to the temple once. 


48 


During a cirtain season aay merchants gather around the 
temple. If I go with my mother she would buy me something. 
So I went with fee. Tt was when I was very small. ‘That 
was the only time. However, eversince I was small, I 
felt very close.to Christianity. I was very interested 
in it. There was a Methodist church nearby. It had an 

A frame roof. When I passes in front. of the church, I 
heard a very nice music. It was "Yamaji Koete" (Going 
over the mountain fath, Japanese Hymn 404). From that 
time on I really began to like church. I wontedeto 
visit the church, but I was bashful. Resides, my family 
religion was Buddhism. But after I came over here, I 
went to church without any worry. Mrs. Suzo, who was 

a graduate of Kobe Jogakuin was a pers-n of great faith, 
asked me to come to church. I said, "Oh, yes, I would 
like to go, but I have small children." She said,"Don't 


worry about children. Bring them with you." 


However, I waited a little aie. Then I was baptized 

by Rev. Hata. It was in 1939 at the present church... 

Ever since then if I missed church, I felt I was missing 
something. So wherever I went, I try e5.e vend church. 

In Shicacs I went to church which was joined by Free- 
Methodist Church and Presbyterian and others. It was 
located at the Lakeside. We Beeuoued one room of a big 
chite church. Then it spread up to their own denominatinal 


lines. There was some trouble there. 
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Even though I was a Presbyterian, all my friends went 
with Rev. Oyama. So I went with them. I felt God is 
one and it didn't make any difference. The friends rT 
made at that time went to Los Angeles and sthee eiaees: 
T went to visit them the other day. I stayed in Los 
Angels for 2 aeathe. It was at that time that I paeiees 


them. 


Last year when there was Japanese Presbyterian Conference 
in Pasadena, I called Rev. Masada and asked him to give 


me ride.back to Stockton. My daughter said,,.,"Sensei 


(teacher), I'll be in trouble if you take her home." She 


worked and so I helped her, you see. Well, Itwwas my 
toban (Gen), 26x the Fujinhkai (Women's Association) ..So 
I had to come home. Rev. Masada's sister lived in 
Newhall. So I slept over there one night and came home 


with him. 


When was the most difficult year after you came to the 


USA? 


Tell, it was the time of President Hasting (probably she 


means Hoover), I think when we had the Depression. My 


“husband was working for the water district as a pomp 


operator, so we had extra income. Everybody had real 
tough time, but our family didn't suffer much. I didn't 
suffer too much interms of my emotions. I didn't think 

I suffered more than our neighbors. I have not had that — 


much of disappointment. Even though I got sick, I took 


44+ anean nart nF mv lifa Gn T harra nnt haan tormented 
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that much. 


When was the most touch period in you life? 

I suppose it was when we bought this land. At that time 
_I got up 4:30 am in the morning and cooked for Russian 
somerset. I cleaned up kitchen and went Bue fc the field 
one hour later. At 11:30am I had to come back and cooked 
lunch for them. When they went out to work in the after- 
noon, I did, too, then I had to come back a little early 


to cook dinner for them. 


T really worked hard, even ina day-time, I was sleepy 
and thought that it would be real nice if I could take 


anap. But I couldn't. I had to keep working. 


In the evening, I had to cook dinner and make ofuro (Japanese 
bath) oe them. Even that, it wasn't gant I had. to 

burn wood to make it. I had to burn wood for cooking 
purposes, too. My work was hard.labor. I had to use my 
muscles. Sometimes I thought if I stayed in Japan, 

I didn't have to work that much. Like Feat before, 

when I visited Japan, my older sister said, "Do you have 


to work that much to make ends meet?" 


I must have changed that much. So I said, "No, we 

can't, if I don't work this much in America we would 

not be able to live." She said, "Is that right! Then 
you better come back to Japan." But I aaa. "My children 


ava Amarinane and T want tan he where mv children are." 
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We had 4. Russian men working for us. So I had to cook 
£oe 6 children, nee us and 4 men, so there were total 

of 12 persons for whom I had to cook. Meee Russias work- 
ers did work just for om They worked for the landlord 
and and did all kinds of jobs such a clearing ditches 

and other. We had cows , too, and so we had a Portugyese 
man. He was our cowboy. I wonted children to have 


enough milk. I just had one milk cow. 


In the eveing, they all came back at 6:00pm. They ate 
dinner, so then after that I had to get ready for the 
next day. I had to prepare Borated, or esueace or 

eggs -- whatever menue required. I couldn't go to eee 
before 8:00 pm in the evening. Even though I didn't have 


to worry very much, I did work very hard. 


When you came 6: the USA, aaa sou know how to cook? 
No, I didn't. In Japan I had mother and older sisters, 
so I didn't have to cook. I didn't even have a chance 
to make. rice. TI had to learn a great deal from my 


husband. 


I had to learn how to do my wash, too. At that time we 
had to use wash tub and board. We boiled water outside, 


and shaved soap into it and boiled everyting in it. 
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“White things first, of course. Then, take them out 


and rinse them. My husband taught me all these things. 


In the begining, we had a cook in Holland Tract, or 


at Elmwood. So I learned it from the cook. How much 
water to put in to steam rice, how to put tast and 


others. I was able to manage it alright. 


Did your husband like to drink? 
No, not very much. He did drink 2 classes of wine 
very night until dinner. He didn't drink bear at all. 


He didn't like sake either. 


He was a very serious and earnest person. He aaed to 
work for a railroad in Utah. He went as far as Missi- 
ssipieRiver from here. ‘Then he worked for a sugar factory 
in Colorado. Then me went to Bingam, Utah to work in | 
amine. The reason why he worked so hard was because he 
wanted to save $1,000 and come to California to start 


farming. — 


So, he was a very economy conscious person. He never 
waisted any money. At that time gambling was very 
popular in places like Bingam.. Because there was 
nothing else ches could do. They finished dinner and 


soon after that they began gambling. 
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My husband had a good friend who came in from Mexico 
illegally. They said to each other not to gamble. 
dewever. Ghose gamblers wanted to get them started 
gambling. So they used to bring /.. botamochi (rice 
cake dumpling covered with sweetened bean past) and 
did all kinds je nice things to them. However, ne aa 
not join them for gambling. Later on they said that 


they couldn't take away Tsutsui and Sano's money. 


When my husband was. coming to America, his cousin who 
once was in Seattle said, "It's OK to go to America, 
however, America is a country of immigrants. So gambling 
is very popular. But you should never gamble." This 

was his cousin's admonishment. My husband st ids 

word. As his cousin said, gambling joints were all 

over the place. There were Chinese gambling joints and 
also Japanese places. My husband said, "Even though 
everybody gambled, I did not bet even a nickle on anything. 
He. was such a earnest and yenious person. That's why 
even during the depression time, we had some savings 


to help us out. We did not have to buy food on credit. 


Before I came, my husband. lost lots of money because 
he failed in:farming here and there. . He had about $300 
debt. However, ever since I came, he made money, so we. 


bought land. We did not have a big debt, even then. 
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You Said you came here in 1915. How was the iife of 


Tssei men around that time? 


Yes, I did. However, because I lived in countryside, I 


didn't see them with my own eyes. However, according 
to stories, I heard it was very terrible. Men got so 
involved in Chinese gambling that they couldn't even 
“iftord to buy their kids' shoe. There were many of those 


people. Their kids had to go to school with barefoot. 


For instance there was a case with Mr. Murata, who was 
saved by Salvation Army. His wife one day cut her hair 
atte: Anos women.who had lost s their Ausband. When. 
her: husband came back, he was enraged. However, he 


couldn't do anything, because it was his falt. Even this 


did not keep him from gambling. At that time Rev. 


Masasuke Kobayashi came through this area. He was a 


major in Salvation Army. One night he spoke on the 
movement of Eradicating Gambling Joint. Mr. Murata was 


saved that night and finally return to real human being. 


He was a man from Kochi Ken.. If he didn't have a family, 
its less painful. But he and other gamblers had their 
own families. I was very fortunate that my husband was 
not a gambler. So, I helped him as much as I could. So 

I did not nave to face sogerty. But I did abuse my. body 


because of hard work. I admit that. 
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Do you know any one whose picture marriage did not work 


out? 


‘The main trouble was that the picture and the real 


person was very much different. When I was in Holland, 
there was a man from Kishu who worked with horse. He 
burned his head and had scars on his face like that of 
small pox. So when his bride came from Japan, | 

they were brought together by an immigration officer. 
When he said, "Is this your. husband. to be?" She said, 


"No, he isn't!" | 


Because the picture she had looked a lot differenct from 


the look of this man. This man borrowed other's picture 


and sena@ it to her. She was a nice looking firl. She 


said that she was going hack to Japan. There was a big 
shot.b y the name of Frank Hattori. His wife talked 

to her for a long time. This woman aeaiaed to stay with 
him. They got married and had children. A few days 

ago she went to San Francisco to take care of her 
grandchild. She stayed with him. Everybody felt sorry 
for her, because she was a tall and peauereul woman. The 
man was a sar man with scared face. It must have been 


very difficult. But they made a good adjustment... 


There was a woman who came with me who didn't like her 


new husband. She, too, came to Stockton, but she said 


oe) 


56 


got to Stockton she would leave him. However, she,too, 


stayed. with him. Once they have a baby, it is very 


difficult to get separated. 


| Were there any women who run away from their husbands? 


Yes, there were. Those women, who were separated, were 
greatly disturbed. So they latch on to other men and 
run away . There was a woman who said to me; "I wish I 
could walk down a street hand in hand with a man like 


Mr. Tsutsui." He was indeed a nice looking man. This 


‘woman run away with a man from Kochi Ken leaving her 


husband and children. There were many women like her. 


There weren't very many women, either. 

Yes, that's true. However, after I came here, it 
becaue picture bride period. If my husband was such 
Ueesepone tebe orecn: I might have been separated from 
him, too. I could have gotten job as a domestic worker 


in a whiteman's family. However, I was going to be 


cooperative with my husbnad. 


White people were kind.to you, right? 


Yes, they were. They were very nice. Long time ago, we 


used to ride on buggy. It was a one horse carriage. 


When we meet them in the field and tell them,”.:.’We are. | 


going to town today," They would say, "Oh, is that right. 


Why don't you get in our car. I'll take you to town." 
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You see, they lived in the town. So he could take us on 
hee way home. Even though it was out of his way, he > 
used to take us there. He was very kind. I suppose 

he was more so because there was a woman in the family. 
In this country people seem to be more generous toward 


women. They wouldn't let you walk long distance, 


It's also depend on our sttitude, too, I suppose. 

Lf we meet them with cooperative neighberly spirit, then _ 
they would also respond accordingly. _ Nobody chase 

away a dog approaching with its tail wagging. Especially 
we were outsiders and if we weren't nice to them, they 
,would all think that all Sasaneasaieee bad people. So 


IT used to say that we have to be extra nice to others. 


We used to have about 200 anieens: so when we had enough 
eggs, we would share with them. We just had them all 

over ie place. No fences around them. At that time there 
weren't foxes nor racoons, so we could do that. In the 
begining we had about one dozen chickens. But they laied 


eggs in the bushes and moltiplied to about 200 to 220. 


We used to collect eggs and give them to friends. I 
guess I didn't know how to sell’ them. I was good to 


them, so they were good to us, too. 
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Q: ‘What kind of things would =~ like to teach Sansei? 

A: Well, I would like them not to stand on top of other 
people. People don't like to be looked down upon. You 
should always try to help others. Even in a house, every 
one should try to help one another. Then you will never 
make mistake. Also one must learn not to be careless 
with things. You must not use things half way and throw 
them away. Everything cost someone something. Not only 
that some one took time to make them. So one need to be 
thankful about the things he has. Then you can net deat 

with things seeeiessiy. Even a piece of vegetable, God 
had helped to grow. We must not ee any part of pi oe 
That's what I say to children all the time. We need to 
learn to be grateful. so my children know how to say, 


"Thank you." 


If no one teach them these things, they cu Gee. 

When I went to Japan in 1969, I was surprised to find out 
that children were using their parents just like servants. 
They don't know how to ask things. They said,"Mother,_ 

I need this." or "Mother I'm going to buy that." Children 
in this country would: 6ay> "Mother may I buy this?" or 

"Ts it OK to get that?" Then thwy would talk about the 


price and everything. 


In Japan kids were just ordering parents. Before the war, 
it wasn't like that. After the war, people forgot to 


train their children. Parents seemed to be acting like 
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children. Even if they finish dinner, they just said, 
"Gochiso sama" (traditional greeting after meals) and went 


into their rooms. No one. stayed and helped their parents. 


Most of the children here would at least take their dishes 
to the sink. But cay never did that. I was so discusted 
with the lack of family seetasn and manners. It's 

no good that way. I was so surprised to see the lack 

of appreciation for anything. In the old time, they 
tought shushin (set of morals) at school, and also at 
home. But after the war, they have not taught that, so 


they don't know anything about morals. 


Then, they talk about moral decay and things like that 

in Japan. I don't think that's young people's Pale: 
Tt's the responsibility of parents and teachers. All 
these things fase to be taught at home first. That's 

why the habbits that people learn at home are so 
important. I really insist on that. Now they don't 
train. young people in Japan. Children are growing up like 


wildgrass. 


I read in a magazine that nowaday they have a first 

aid room with a bed in each school. When a child didn't 
like the class, he would say, “Teacher, T have a stomack 
ach." Then the teacher would say, "OK. Go to the nurses’ 
room and get some treatment." Well this kid had been gone 


for 2 hours, so he went to ckeck on him. There were others 
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others, too, in the fast aid room and they were throwing 
pillows and some were reading nagazines. “go the teacher 
was angry with him. Then. someone said,"Don't get oe 

He dosent like to study, so leave him alone." Well, 
school is lacking with discipline and so is with homes. 
That's what it said.in the magazine. I really worry 

about the future of Japan. This is the place where 

you need faith. Japan is also a very supersticious country, 


too. 


This woman's name is Mrs. Marian Hotkingson. She was 

sent to Japan as a missionary. She is a Lutheren. | Well, 
I met her after the war in Minesota. She spoke Japanese 
very weil. I said to her, "Sensei peaschers it must be 
very difficult for you to evangelize Buddhists. Besides, 
Japanese are very supersticious people." Then.she said, 
"Yes, you are right. Japanese people are = supersticious _ 
and this has been a hindrance." I felt. very sorry for her. 
There were many students and also oun married weuenee: 
There was an old woman who belonged to a special class. 
This. teacher treated everybody equally, so she was very 


happy to come. 


I was really disappointed by the manners of young 
Japanese people. Rev. Masada's wife said the same thing. 


She visited Japan last year. Japan needs to relearn 
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order and manners, otherwise their mind will become 


without order. 


or think it .is good thing to experience hardship? 
Yes, it is. TI really don't think there is no future for 
seonie who had not experienced hardship. Man must 
experience hardship and overcome hen. This spirit is 
very valuable. If one gives up or becomes desparate, 
then its no good, either. One must learn to overcome 
them. Then a real human being is born there. If one 
learn to live in a gutter, then there is no choice 

for him. But if he learned to live ina ack place, . 
then he knows how to keep his environment also. This 
$6, would be a fanit that a man must learn when he is 


very young. 


Right now Sansei are becoming aware of the fact that 
they are Savanecs after all. Do you think that this 

is a good thing? 

I think its a very good. thing. I'm — proud of the 
fact that I'm Japanese. That's why I always tell my 
children good thing Se oapen: They have no choice other 
than being Japanse and they can't do foolish things 
which white people might laugh at. When they go to school, 
they '11 be teenies jeadsiacciy,. So, you must listen 
to teacher very well and :study hard. I always talk to 
them in Japanese at home, so that they'll learn how to 
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speak in Japanese, °>. I also encourage my grandchildren 
to speak in Japanese, too. I also teach them kanji 
(Chinese characters) like mountains, rivers, sky with 


meaning, so they remember them very well. 


You took your daughters back to Japan. Was that for 
their education, too? 

Yes. I wanted them to learn Japanese national character, 
issues of Japanese societies, and also womanly things 
such as floral arrangement or tea celemony. Those 

things I felt would be better. learned if they were in 
Japan. The oldest one was there for 2 years. The 

second one, who passed away, was there for 3 years. 
However, international soe selon petwesu Japan and the 
USA was becoming very dengerous, so I brought them 


back. 


Then you didn't have to worry about the fact that 
relationship between mother and daughters becoming 
very thin because of the long separation. 

No, not at all. They were very homesick and wanted to 
come home. They listen to me very well. Young people 
then didn't know how to talk back to parents. I raised 
6 children, but I didn't have any one who talked back 


to me. 
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There are those whose relationship were estranged. For 


example, Mrs. Nomura came back from Japan and got married. 


. She used to say, "I really don't feel that she is my 


mother." You see, she was sent back to Japan and raised 


by her grandmother. So she think of her grandmother all 


the time. She feels as if her real mother is like a 


stranger. There are many people who. feels like that. 


When you came back to Stockton your sons were grown. up. 
So your husband didn't have to oo: too much, right? 
But he still had to »take charge of the farm, though. 

We still had some more payments iene So we finished 
them off in 2 years. The trouble was that when we. 

came back, there was no equipment left. We didn't even 
have a hoe. We left everything here, but when we came 
home, everything was. gone. I had many things preserved 


in jars, but they were all gone, too. 


Everything was stolen. We were able to ask for the 
compensation of damages. Well, my husband was a real 
honest man. ‘He would list 50¢ for a hoe. I told him 
Cie he couldn't even buy a hoe for 50¢. You need eg. ist 
at least $2.00 for it. Then he said, "Mama, you wont to 
buy a used hoe, which ours was, for a new price?" TI 
eeniuaed wiih by saying, “You ey when we buy a new one, 


we must pay at least that much." However, he insisted 
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that he had to list the old price. He is almost a 
fool when it comes to this. So we only received $350. 
We had much more things which were stolen from us, such 


as disks and other heavy equipments. 


We went over to a Chinese man who least the land from 
us in iis begining. We asked him what happend to our 
equipments. He said that he left everything there when 
he left our farm. After him an Italian least it. So 


when we went over there, he said when he least it there 


was nothing left on our land. So there was nothing we 


could do to get them back. 


After all that we only received $350. It was really 
foolish. I felt it's OK to be honest, but this was 
beyond my imagination. ‘However, I couldn't do anything 
about it, because I was only a woman. We had to spend 


a great deal of money for our equipment. 


Did you receive your citizenship? 

Yes, It was in 1950. I was taking lessens in English... 
However, Mrs. Miyake said that we could take a test as 
a group and in that case we could take it in Japanese. 
So I switched to the class which was. conducted in 
Japanese. We all: went to San Francisco. I decided to 
bury my bones here long time ago, so I really wanted to 


get citizenship. 
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Were you a member of Nihonjin Kai (Japanese Association) ? 


No, I'm not. The only organization I belong to is church. 


Where were you when Beard. Harber was attached? 

I was living on this land. Then, I was summonded to a 
police station. My husband said, "See, it's because 
you always criticized the government. You gonna be 


sent to Missora." 


I thought it was very strange. It might have been a 
mistaken identity. My husband was an officer of the 
Sapeaeee Association in Stockton. So if he was picked 
up, then it would make sense. But I was not a leader of 
any organization. So I was really worried. I had with 
me a daughter, who.is' in Pasadena now. So I took her 


with me and went to the police station. 


They asked me if I had been in Japan recently. So I said, 


"Yes." They said, "Whbndand. whysdid you gosto Japan?" 


So I said, "I have pi paeenee and also brothers and sisters 
live in Japan. So I iene to see them." They said, "Did 
you go there by yourself? I said, "I took two daughters. 
One finished her high school, so I wanted her to see 

Japan. I also wanted her to learn Japanese tradition 

and customs. Smaller ane. Gourd not help herself at 


home, so I took her with me.". She was only 4 years old." 
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The interogation was not htat in depth. My daughter 
asked them if it was. over. Then they said it was. 
My daughter said, "Oh, I worried a lot. I was afraid 


that Mama might be sent to an internment camp." 


How did you feel when Peal Harbor was attacked? 


I thought that fighting against America and on top of that 


making such a sneak attack would be utterly inconceavable. 


I thought Japan would lose from the begining. I told 
that to Papa, too. I said: "Because America has such an 
abundant materials, Japan would be throughly defeated. 
My naeband felt the same way. He said, “It will not be 


a small battle. It's a big fight." 


We had a picture of his brother who was an officer in 

the Japanese Imperial. Navy. So he burned all those 
pictures in. ofuro (Japanese hot bath). We also had shot 
guns, too, but we threw them away in ne river. ‘His 
uncle in Los Angeles had sent us some writing of Buddhism. 
We also burn it, too. We were really shocked and -. 


disturbed. We didn't know what might happen.to us. 


Did you think you might be killed? 


No, I didn't think so. There were those who said that 


‘the government was going to gather us up in a cirtain 


place and massacar us with gas. It was a rumor. My 
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husband said that America was not such a barbaric 
country. and the government..would not do such a thing. 
He was not that Spneanned.. However, I worried about 
my children. If we were evacuated £6 a camp, how are 
we to educate our children? When were we to be freed? 
These were my biggest questions. I really felt like 
crying then. I didn't care too much about us. But 
our children were still young yet. The only one.of 
them were married. However, it was OK in the camp. 


There was nothing that we should complain. 


You see, the only services held in the camp was 
chetstien services: So people who did not belong to 
Buddhist church came to church to iisten Po eeeneuae 

So church was. very sage: There were those who said, 
"TE I became . a Christian, they might treat me better." 
But it was the same after all. So this person went 

-kack to Buddhism. It was sad. to see such.a shallow 


mindedness. I don't even want to hear things like that. 


So human beings must be straight. If a man have a righ- | 
teous attitude, there will be a miracle. BGnioHe said 
that. You will be healthy, too. If you are doing 

something wrong, then you ‘will worry about it, and this 
worry will reck your hese. The most important thing 


is to be able to forgive others. Then you will have a 
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peace of mind. Then you'll never get sick. These are 


according to the spirit of the Bible. 


I would like to have your permission to make this tape 
available to college students and teachers. Will it 
be OK? 


Of course. 


We are going to translate this into English and publish 
it in one way.or another. Leagally éncaline,. nae tape 
belongs to you. However, if it's OK with you, I would 
like you to donate it to the Poard of Issei Oral History 
Project. 


Yes, it is OK, too. 


Then can you sign this for me? 


Yes. (She signs) 


Thank you very aueh 

I'll be 80 years sraenexe tienen: I went to Los Angeles 
the other day. I.know a friend who belongs to West 
Adams Church. She is about 70 years old. Her name is 
Mrs. Muraki. I asked her, "Mrs. Muraki what are you 
doing after you retired. Are you ready to die?" She 


said, "Mrs. Tsutsui, I've got no time.to die. I'm so 


busy, I don't have enough time to do all I want to do. * 


69 


I said, "What are you doing?" She said, "Well, we take 
turn to visit Keiro (Japanese convalescent Home) and help 


those who cannot eat . by themselves." 


I said,"Oh, that's a very good idea. I always go to 


fishing. Sometimes I don't know whethere I'm doing 


right thing. I, too, want to help some one. There 


must be some one who even cannot drink water by themselves. 
I'm in a country side, I used to drive, but my doctor 
made me give up my driving after I had operation on my 


leg. So I do have a desire to do such work, but I as 


very envious for Mrs. Muraki. 


Do you go to fishing often? 

Yes. There is a river in front of our house. I catch 
perch, catfish or straiperbass when in season. Before 
the war, river water was mieceer. However, after the 
war, the river became very dirty. I used to be able 
to see the fish I cought on the bottom of the river. 
Sometimes I catch striper bass which was over 20 1b. 
There waco ten of them. However, we cannot catch big 


fish anymore. 7 or 8lb bass are average. size. 


You like fishing, right? 


Yes, I like to fish very much. Sometimes my daughter 
take me up to high Sierra. I like it to go there. Some 


times I have to hike down to the fishing hole. I do 


climb up and down the road to the water. I just cannot 
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sit still. I have to be moving all the time or reading 
books. I'll be cleaning back yard or fishing. That's 
why I'm very healthy. If your muscle get wrinkled up, 


then that's the end of you. 


You do look very healthy. 


My older sister asked me if I still work. I said, "Of 


course, otherwise there is nothing else to do. Because 


my daughter-in-law does all the house work and I'll be 


in her way. So I go out all the time. I want you to come 


and g& go fishing with me. I don't have to catch fish. 


Just sit there by the water. You'll feel very good. 
That's the main point. You don't have to get gready 

and try to catch many. You just have to enjoy the experi- 
ence. Rev. Masada took me up to Sierra one day. We 
didn't catch any. “He kept ay acs "Tt was too bad that 
we couldn't catch angen I said,"No, don't worry about 

it. Because you took me up there, I was. able to breath 


good air. Look at the beautiful sight. You cannot 


see this if you stayed at home. This is better than 


catching fish." I asked him to take me up there again. 
I also told him-to come to fish with me here. It will 
be a good relaxation for him. He is so busy that he 


needs to take time to do things like that. No one is 


“going to give him that time. He must take it. 


Thank you again for your time. 


